Inquiry is no mere conversation (or discussion or dialogue): facilitation of
inquiry is hard work!
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(Critical and Creative Thinking Vol 3.2)

Susan T. Gardner, Director, Vancouver Institute of Philosophy for Children, BC, Canada.
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1 See R. Reed's "Inventing a Classroom Conversation,"” in A.M. Sharp and R.F.
Reed's Studies in Philosophy for Children: Harry Stottlemeier's Discovery.
Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 1992, pp 158-164.
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3 A.M. Sharp, "A Letter to a Novice Teacher: Teaching Harry Stottlemeier's
Discovery,” in A.M. Sharp and R.F. Reed's Studies in Philosophy for Children:
Harry Stottlemeier's Discovery, Philadelphia: Temple University Press, P 168.
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5 R. Reed, Op. Cit., p 163

6 M. Lipman, Philosophy in the Classroom, Philadelphia: Temple University
Press, 1980, P 104. It must also be pointed out that, elsewhere, Lipman stresses
the importance of teacher intervention. Thus, he says that "... it is the teacher
who, at least in the classroom, can manipulate the environment in such a way as
to enhance the possibility that the children will continually grow in
philosophical awareness. It is the teacher who can elicit the themes in each of
the chapters in the philosophical novels, who can point out themes the students
in the classroom fail to identify, who can relate the themes to the children's
experience when they seem to be having trouble doing so on their ...... Further it
Is the teacher who, through questioning, can introduce alternative views with the
aim of always enlarging the student’s horizons, never letting complacency take



precedence. In this sense, the teacher is gadfly, encouraging the students to take
the initiative, building on what they manage to formulate, helping them question
underlying assumptions of what they arrive at, and suggesting ways of arriving
at more comprehensive answers. lbid., p 83.

8 M. Lipman, Philosophy Goes to School, p 4.

9 I am reminded of a comment by a riding teacher that communication between
an expert rider and a horse are virtually invisible to the onlooker. This no doubt
contributes to the common misconception that riding is simply a matter of
sitting on a horse.

10 Lipman specifically says that "In order to be successful, the teacher must not
only know philosophy, but know how to introduce this knowledge at the right
time in a questioning, wondering way that supports the children in their own
struggle for understanding." Philosophy in the Classroom, p 83.

11 In contrast to the 2 to 3 day workshops frequently offered, at the Vancouver
Institute of Philosophy for Children, a minimum of 80 hours of teacher training
and support throughout a period of one to two years is considered necessary for
philosophical intuitions of non-philosopher novices to be sufficiently finely
tuned to be able to consistently conduct optimal Communities of Inquiry.

12 "Children will quickly catch on to the fact that a teacher is using a prepared
set of questions, and to canned questions they will soon begin to provide canned
answers." Ibid., p 125.

13 Ibid, p 112.
14 1bid, p 114.

15 As is evident in the superb Communities of Inquiry that emerge amongst
professionally trained philosophers at IAPC workshops.

16 Lardner and Monyon, Op Cit.

17 Which shows how important it is for focus to be maintained on one specific
topic (point no 3).



18 Again this reinforces the importance of maintaining a focus on one clear
topic.

19 And I believe this to be a fact.

20 And the obvious exception that 'seriously’ listening may seduce another into
'really’ thinking about what she/he is saying.

21 This assumption is a great 'leveller' and automatically lowers the risk.

22 Being 'team leader' means that, in the name of the team's pursuit of truth, the
leader wants to ensure that s/he gets the best from all the participants. That is
why the leader doggedly searches for the thought behind the comment; not
because s/he is picking on any individual. And in any case, since s/he will be
'picking' on everyone, s/he will be perceived to be picking on no one.

23 R Reed, 'The Art and Craft of Dialogue’, in A M Sharp's and R F Reed's
Studies in Philosophy for Children, p150.

24 Suggesting that non-philosophers can, with sufficient preparation, be
prepared to translate the questions offered by the students into philosophical
themes at the time they are offered (as is done at IAPC and is suggested in many
teacher-training manuals) is asking too much. As a matter of course, question
picking and philosophical discussions should take place at different times so
that teachers have an opportunity to reflect on the potential philosophical
content of the question picked for discussion by the students. Routinely filling
out 'Focus Sheets' can be helpful (see Appendix I1). A useful enterprise is also
to have teachers bring questions offered by students to a teacher Community of
Inquiry and have the group suggest associated philosophical questions and
discuss why they are fruitful (alongside of an ongoing discussion of what
distinguishes a philosophical from a non-philosophical discussion). Teachers
should also be encouraged to seek help from one another should they be
confronted with a question that they think lacks philosophical potential.

25 This may, interestingly, turn out to be a helpful partial definition of a
‘philosophical question'.



26 Lipman points out in Philosophy in the Classroom, that 'if (students) find
that the teacher will put up with aimless discussion, they will continue to ramble
on pointlessly until they get bored'.

27 This is in direct contradiction to Ron Reed's claim that the Community of
Inquiry must resemble the free flow of conversation rather than that of dialogue
which requires that participants stay on task. Ron argues, in many ways
convincingly, in favour of a conversation orientation as it is more sensitive to
the interests of the students as well as the fact that it requires an active and
continual involvement of the participants as opposed to the greater dependency
that task-orientated dialogue requires. See R Reed, 'Inventing a Classroom
Conversation', Op. Cit.

28 For example if the question is ‘why does Seth make fun of Elfie?' related
philosophical puzzles to which a facilitator might be alert are: What is the
difference between making fun of someone and just being mean? What is the
difference between making fun of someone and having fun with someone? Why
do we call making fun of someone 'making fun'? If the intent is to make people
laugh at someone, why would we want others to laugh at someone?



